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The next ~20 minutes

Before the application: Ongoing preparatory work1

Application via the
DSA Data Access Portal2

After the application and outlook3
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From the DSA to the Data Access Portal

2023 2024 2025 >>>>>

Commission prepares Data 
Access Portal

Commission develops, 
consults on Delegated Act

DSCs and Board coordinate, prepare 
structures/processes

Researchers work on/with Article 40(12) DSA

Researcher collaboration, networking

Proposals for data access (infrastructure)
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Some limitations for new opportunities

Only research on systemic risks in the EU

Only after vetting by DSC

Only research on VLOPs
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Some limitations for new opportunities

Voluntary, ad hoc 
agreements based on 
personal connections 
for individual topics

>
Only research on systemic risks in the EU

Only after vetting by DSC

Only research on VLOPs
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data-access.dsa.ec.europa.eu
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Disclaimer

No legal advice!
Subject to change!
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Funding

Research topic: VLOP, systemic risk

Necessity and proportionality

Data protection

Data security, confidentiality

Publication

Page 1/5
“Researcher 
information”

Parts of the application

Page 2/5
“Project-
specific 

information”

Researchers, affiliation, independence 40(8)a, b

40(8)c

40(8)d, f

40(8)d

40(8)e

40(8)g

40(8)d

8(a) DA

8(b) DA

8(c), (f) 
DA

8(d) DA

8(e) DA

8(e) DA
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Page 3/5
“Summary”

Parts of the application

Page 4/5
“DSC”

Summary

Choice of DSC

Page 5/5
“Review” Review

40(8), 
(9)

8(g) DA
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Researchers, affiliation, independence

Every researcher in the 
team needs an EU Login 

account

Mandatory upload on affiliation, optional 
upload on independence
(multiple files possible)

Potential examples: Work contracts, financial commitments, statutes, laws, membership proof, 
explanations of contractual relations with commercial entities

On research organization:
Evidence that research is primary goal, no commercial interests, no conflicts of interests

Page 1/5
“Researcher information” 40(8)a, b
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Funding

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)c

Potential examples: Financial/funding commitments, signed letters

Documentation of source, amount, duration of funding
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Funding

Optional supporting evidence 
possible – non-financial 
contributions? gaps in 

funding?

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)c

Potential examples: Financial/funding commitments, signed letters

Documentation of source, amount, duration of funding
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Research topic: VLOP, systemic risk

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)d, f

One VLOP per 
application

Description of VLOP and systemic risk(s)/risk mitigation studied + data requested

Data access for a 
specific, limited time

VLOPs’ data catalogs 
can be used
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Necessity and proportionality

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)e

Potential examples: Data management plan, data protection impact assessment

Proof of considering rights/legitimate interests of users and companies

One (mandatory) upload opportunity for 
necessity/proportionality, data security, 

confidentiality, data protection

Key questions: “Options for 
less privacy-invasive research? 
Why not? Alternative sources? 

Less data?”
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Data protection

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)d

One (mandatory) upload opportunity for 
necessity/proportionality, data security, 

confidentiality, data protection

Potential examples: Data management plan, data protection impact assessment, explanations regarding 
data retention/data deletion/international data transfers, certificates on data protection knowledge

Proof of (further) GDPR compliance regarding the entire cycle of data use

Germany: DSC 
coordinating with data 
protection authorities

Processing grounds: GPDR-compliant 
use of personal data

(legal basis for the application itself is 
Article 40 DSA)

Explain 
pseudonymization/

anonymization
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Data security, confidentiality

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)d

One (mandatory) upload opportunity for 
necessity/proportionality, data security, 

confidentiality, data protection

Necessary, even if no 
personal data is 

being used

Potential examples: Policies on information security, activity logging/access restrictions, encryption, data 
deletion and/or against hacking; explanations of physical infrastructure; ISO standards

Considerations of trade secrets, (physical) data security
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Publication

Page 2/5
“Project-specific information” 40(8)g

Commitment to publication of research results free of charge

Additional, optional uploads 
possible on pages 2 or 5

Potential examples: Publication timeline/funding
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DSC choice

Either DSC where VLOP is headquartered or DSC 
where research organization is headquartered

Page 4/5
“DSC” 40(8), (9)
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DSC of establishment Companies and their very large online platforms/search engines
Cyprus Aylo (Pornhub)
Czechia NKL (XNXX)

WebGroup Czech Republic (XVideos)
Germany Zalando
Ireland Alphabet (Google Maps, Google Play, Google Search, Google Shopping, YouTube)

Apple (App Store)
ByteDance (TikTok)
Infinite Styles Services (Shein)
Meta (Facebook, Instagram)
Microsoft (Bing, LinkedIn)
Pinterest
Whaleco (Temu)
X

Luxembourg Amazon (Amazon Marketplace)
Netherlands Alibaba (AliExpress)

Booking (Booking.com)
Snap (Snapchat)
Wikimedia (Wikipedia)

OpenMoji
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After the application is turned in

5-10 working days

Application 
arrives

Completeness check



21

After the application is turned in

5-10 working days

max. 35 working days

max. 45 working days

Completeness check

Initial assessment without consultation

Initial assessment with consultation

Application 
arrives
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After the application is turned in

5-10 working days

max. 35 working days

max. 45 working days

Completeness check

Initial assessment without consultation

Initial assessment with consultation

max. 80 working days

Formulation of reasoned request

Application 
arrives
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Scenarios: What can go right and wrong?

Negative connection to 
international political 
(trade) negotiations

Technical issues, 
bugs

Stonewalling, 
lawsuits and/or 

fees by platforms

🥳

System overload 
(bad faith)

Lack of data protection 
measures stops requests / 

high data protection 
standards discourage 

applications

Lack of interest 
from researchers

Privacy breaches, 
leaks (bad-faith)

Slow application 
processing

Threats/backlash 
against 

researchers

Hacks, cybersecurity 
incidents (despite solid 

protections)

System overload 
(good faith)

OpenMoji

😟😱
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Outlook

Negative connection to 
international political 
(trade) negotiations

Technical issues, 
bugs

Stonewalling, 
lawsuits and/or 

fees by platforms

🥳

System overload 
(bad faith)

Lack of data protection 
measures stops requests / 

high data protection 
standards discourage 

applications

Lack of interest 
from researchers

Privacy breaches, 
leaks (bad-faith)

Slow application 
processing

Threats/backlash 
against 

researchers

Hacks, cybersecurity 
incidents (despite solid 

protections)

System overload 
(good faith)

OpenMoji

😟😱

Guidance 
documents

More people to 
deal with 
requests

Awareness 
raising
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Contact

Art40DSA@dsc.bund.de

Monday, October 13, 2025, 2-4pm, in German

Webinar for researchers
with Austrian DSC and Berlin data protection authority
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Thank you!


